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The focus of our research will be students who are 
potentially  underrepresented and marginalised 
in higher education:  
 
• Mature students 
• Students with disability or additional learning 

needs 
• Students from Black, Asian or minority ethnic 

origins 
• First generation / first in family to attend 

higher education  
• Students from low income families and socio-

economic groups 4-7 
• Students applying from Lower Participating 

Neighbourhoods 
• Care Leavers 
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Our inter-disciplinary research involves a 
mix of students, professional, and academic 
staff. Together we will:  
 
• examine the student journey of people 

from underrepresented backgrounds 
• use research to inform policy and 

practice, both internally and externally 
• develop a longitudinal approach to 

facilitate continued improvement  
 
We aim to make a difference to students by 
undertaking research to transform practice 
across the university and sector. Through 
learning together, our practice-led research 
will shape new understandings in the area 
of fair access and widening participation to 
higher education.  





• Beginning 

• Middle 

• End 

 
Good stories create an experience in images that evokes an 
emotional response 





Working as a group, let’s think 
about and answer these questions: 
 
• What do we mean by ethical 

research? 
• Why does it matter? 
• What do you think are the key 

challenges for doing ethical 
research? 

 
Working together, map out what 
wouldn’t be ethical in taking your 
photographs. 
 

https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=xGySqXPYQ
iw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGySqXPYQiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGySqXPYQiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGySqXPYQiw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGySqXPYQiw


• Respect individuals’/group’s autonomy, differences and dignity 
• Prevent harm or risk to yourself and others 
• Ensure that participation is voluntary and consenting 
• Research with integrity and transparency 
• Work to empower yourself and others 
• Maximise the benefit for individuals and society 
• Ensure that there are clear lines of responsibility and accountability 

 



 During the project you must take into account and respect these distinct 
areas of privacy: 

Intrusion into One’s Private Space: This means not intruding on people’s 
private space (homes, bedrooms etc.) 

Disclosure of Embarrassing Facts about Individuals: This means that you 
will not take photographs that embarrass or shame an individual or group 

Being Placed in False Light by Images: This means that your photographs 
will not put a person in such a way that leaves a negative and inaccurate 
impression about that person 

Protection Against the Use of a Person’s Likeness for Commercial 
Benefit: Although you own the images you take, you will not use a person’s 
likeness for commercial benefit. 

 



• embarrassing (e.g., underwear)  
• discomforting (e.g., dirty room) 
• situations and culturally inappropriate (e.g., religious students 

drinking beer)  
• illegal content (e.g., drugs) 

  
 



Ethics  

Short Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGySqXPYQiw 

• BU Research Ethics 

• ESRC Research Ethics 

 

http://blogs.bournemouth.ac.uk/research/researcher-toolbox/research-ethics/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/funding/guidance-for-applicants/research-ethics/


Why this project? 

Fair access, or widening participation, is 

fundamentally concerned with ensuring 

that individuals with the talent to succeed 

at HE are given the opportunity to do so, 

across the whole student journey (pre-

entry to employment).  

  

We focus on students from non-

traditional backgrounds because 

research shows how the lived 

experiences of these students are often 

marginalised by institutions and that this 

can impacts upon attainment and degree 

outcomes (Hunt et al., forthcoming; 

Thomas, 2012).  

  



What is photovoice? 

Primary aim Key project objective 

Policy change  Provide participants with the means to communicate key messages to decision makers 
(advocacy) 

Recovery from 
trauma 

Provide a safe secure space in which to express themselves (therapeutic benefits) 

Earn a living Provide vocational training/skills development  

Photovoice is a research technique involving photography and storytelling. 
 
It is designed to empower people to work together to “identify, represent and enhance their 
community through a specific photographic technique” (Wang and Burris 1997).  
 
One of the central tenets of the photovoice method is that the participatory approach is used to inform 
policymakers, so that meaningful policy changes can be shaped the lived experiences of the 
communities the policies are intended to serve.   



Students Who Bounce Back: This project involves student 

carers at BU, led by Jacqueline Priego 2016 

 

Examples of photvoice 

projects 



Prairie Women’s Health – Centre for Excellence: This Canadian project focuses 
attention Women and poverty;  Aboriginal women’s health;  Rural, remote and 
northern women’s health; and  Gender and health planning, led by Beverly 
Palibroda, Brigette Krieg, Lisa Murdock  and Joanne Havelock, 2009  



 

From Snapshot to Civic Action: This is a project from the USA 

working with participants from a public housing community explored 

their community’s strengths and concerns and generated potential 

solutions to address identified concerns. Led by  Meredith Powers, 

Darcy Freedman and Ronald Pitner, 2012 

 

 





What is power? Social order 
Policy 

Rules and 
norms 

Cultural factors 
Resources  

What does power mean in this context? 

What impact does power have? 

Praxis 
Meaningful 
Purposeful 

Collaborative 
Projects 

Practical order 

Where does the power lie? 



What is powerlessness? 

Where does the power lie? 
How is that power played out? 

Praxis 
Meaningful 
Purposeful 

Collaborative 
Projects 

Practical order 

What impact does power have? 

Individual 
Cognitions 
Emotions 

Beliefs and values 
Prior experiences 



Your contribution: Praxis and reflexivity: Regular exercise of the mental ability, shared by all normal 

people, to consider themselves in relation to their (social) contexts and vice versa 

The means by which we make our way through the world (Archer 2007) 

Individual 
Cognitions 
Emotions 

Beliefs & values 
Prior experiences 

Natural order 

Situation 
Cultural factors 

Resources 
Policy  

Social order 

Praxis 
Meaningful 
Purposeful 

Collaborative 
Projects 

Practical order 

We must cease once and for all to describe the effects of power in negative terms: it 

‘excludes’, it ‘represses’, it ‘censors’, it ‘abstracts’, it ‘masks’, it ‘conceals’.   

In fact power produces; it produces reality; it produces domains of objects and rituals 

of truth.  The individual and the knowledge that may be gained … belong to this 

production’ (Foucault 1991: 194). 

My voice, my story – my power 


