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The new website for the Department of Psychology is now live and 

available. This includes departmental news, links to staff profiles and 

information about our undergraduate BSc and postgraduate courses. It 

also includes links to the new pages for our Research Centre for Behav-

iour Change and our Cognition and Cognitive Neuroscience Research 

Centre. 

New Departmental and 

Centre Websites 

Three new colleagues will be joining the Department of Psychology in January 2016 as part of the lecturing 

staff. These are Dr Shanti Shanker who joins us from Bangor University, Dr Ben Hicks who recently complet-

ed his PhD within Bournemouth University Dementia Instiute (BUDI) and Dr Rachel Mosely, who was previ-

ously based at the University of Cambridge. 

We will also be welcoming two part-time research assistants. Jastine Antolin and Sarah Wellaway are both 

BU Psychology graduates and previous research apprentices, now studying for their MSc in Cognitive and 

Developmental Neuropsychology. Jastine and Sarah are working on Dr Nicola Gregory and Dr Helen Bolder-

ston’s Fusion Investment Fund project in collaboration with Prof Simon Baron-Cohen at the University of 

Cambridge and Dorset University NHS Foundation Trust until August 2016. The project is examining social 

cognition and eye movements in autism and borderline personality disorder. Sarah and Jastine are ably as-

sisted by undergraduate research apprentices Polly Sapsford, Stuart Kerr and Jack Gilgunn. Jastine is also 

working as an RA for Nicola on an Experimental Psychology Society small grant until March 2016.   

Finally after successfully securing a PhD studentship Juan Camilo Avendaño Diaz will join the PhD student 

community in Psychology in late January. This PhD project ‘interpersonal processes: social facets of human 

cognition’ is fully funded by Hooray Education GmbH and BU Graduate School..  

Welcome 

@bournemouth_psy 

New Scientist 

Research by Anna Bobak of the Department of Psychology has been featured in the 

New Scientist. In conjunction with Dr Sarah Bate this work looks at ‘super-

recogisers’, who people with extraordinary recognition skills. This is a skill that is 

very relevant to areas such as law enforcement and passport control.. 

If you are interested in finding out of you are a super-recogniser  please visit the web-

site of the Centre for Face Processing Disorders at Bournemouth University at http://

prosopagnosiaresearch.org/.  

https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/discover/faculties/faculty-science-technology/our-departments/department-psychology
https://research.bournemouth.ac.uk/centre/research-centre-for-behaviour-change/
https://research.bournemouth.ac.uk/centre/research-centre-for-behaviour-change/
https://research.bournemouth.ac.uk/centre/cognition-and-cognition-neuroscience-research-centre/
https://research.bournemouth.ac.uk/centre/cognition-and-cognition-neuroscience-research-centre/
http://prosopagnosiaresearch.org
http://prosopagnosiaresearch.org
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In the Media 

Members of the Department of Psychology have been very active in the media in the last few months. Work 

by on face blindness by Dr Sarah Bate and Anna Bobak has been covered in the Guardian and on an ITV 

news report.  Dr Andy Mayers was featured in the Bournemouth Echo for his contributions to World Mental 

Health Day and was interviewed for his work with Acts Fast, a charity which supports victims of child sex 

abuse. Andy also appears in a video commissioned by Dorset Police and Crime Commissioner that features 

his in Dorset Police Mental Street Triage. Finally Andy was interviewed by the British Forces Broadcasting 

Service about the importance of providing support for mental health issues in military personnel.     

Dr Simon Thompson was featured in a Wired article entitled ‘Big question: why do I yawn when I’m nervous 

or stressed?’ and was also asked to comment the recent diagnosis of the brother of Elton John’s guitarist in 

the Evening News. In addition he spoke about hugging on the Afternoon Show on BBC Radio, following a 

national survey by Fairy Non-Bio.  

New role for Dr Andy Mayers 

Dr Andy Mayers has been appointed as the patron of the Samaritans of Bournemouth and District. In an interview with the 

Samaritans Andy talks about the importance of raising awareness of the work of the Samaritans and the challenges in se-

curing funding to continue the vital services the organization offers. 

http://www.edwardhealthcare.org/research/innov-age-magazine/innov-age-vision-issue/
http://www.edwardhealthcare.org/research/innov-age-magazine/innov-age-vision-issue/
http://www.edwardhealthcare.org/research/innov-age-magazine/innov-age-vision-issue/
http://www.edwardhealthcare.org/research/innov-age-magazine/innov-age-vision-issue/
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/oct/02/prosopagnosia-face-blindness-cant-recognise-own-children
http://www.itv.com/news/meridian/update/2015-12-17/a-rare-talent-could-you-recognise-a-face-in-a-crowd/
http://www.itv.com/news/meridian/update/2015-12-17/a-rare-talent-could-you-recognise-a-face-in-a-crowd/
http://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/13806846.Events_for_World_Mental_Health_Day/
http://www.bournemouthecho.co.uk/news/13847461.Donation_helps_Acts_Fast_charity_support_child_abuse_victims/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Grxaso9nDls&feature=youtu.be
http://andrewmayers.info/BFBS%20recording%201.mp3
http://www.wired.com/2015/06/big-question-im-nervous-stressed/
http://www.samaritans.org/branches/samaritans-bournemouth-and-district/interview-our-patron


Funding Success 

Dr Samuel Nyman, has been awarded a Career Development Fellowship by the National Institute for Health Re-

search (NIHR). The three-year fully-funded post, starting in January 2016, provides funding for Dr Nyman and a 

team of colleagues to conduct a research project where Tai Chi will be taught to people with dementia in a bid to 

improve their health. People with dementia and their carers in Bournemouth and Southampton will be offered Tai 

Chi to see if it leads to improvements in health and wellbeing including balance and reducing the risk of falls.  

Dr Nyman will be working alongside a team based at Bournemouth University, the Peninsula Clinical Trials Unit 

at Plymouth University, and the University of Southampton, to conduct the project, which has been called the 

TACIT trial: TAi ChI for people with demenTia. The team will be supported by Elemental Tai Chi to deliver the 

Tai Chi classes and three NHS Foundation Trusts for inviting people into the study: Southern Health, Dorset 

HealthCare University, and The Royal Bournemouth and Christchurch Hospitals. Two PhD students (one funded 

by the Faculty of Science and Technology, BU) will be working on the project. As well as a research project, Dr 

Nyman will be funded to undertake a training and development programme over the three years. This will mainly 

entail the completion of an MSc in Clinical Trials and secondments to three UK universities with expertise in con-

ducting similar clinical trials. 
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Visit to Parliament 

Dr Andy Mayers was invited to Parliament to 

help relaunch the ‘1001CriticalDays’ All Par-

ty Parliamentary Group manifesto. This re-

fers to the 1001 days refers to the period of 

pregnancy through to 2 years old. This mani-

festo was supported by cross-party MPs and 

reflects a vision is to ensure the very best 

start in life for our children. One of the cor-

nerstones of that is to improve perinatal 

mental health care, which is an area that 

Andy is active in. For more information on 

Andy’s work in this and other areas follow 

him on Twitter @DrAndyMayers. 

 

Department of Psychology to Host Digital Citizenship Summit UK 

Following a highly successful event earlier this year the Digital Citizenship Summit will be bringing it’s first 

international event to the UK on the 23rd of January, hosted by the Department of Psychology at Bourne-

mouth University. This summit aims to empower children and young people to use the internet and social me-

dia in a way which is safe, savvy and ethical. This reflects work being undertaken by a number of researchers 

within the Department of Psychology including Dr John McAlaney, Dr Jacqui Taylor, Sarah Hodge and Helen 

Thackray, as well as work on digital addiction in the Department of Computing led by Dr Raian Ali. Barclays 

Bank will be providing support for the event and will also deliver a coding playground for local school children. 

To find out more or to register for this free event please visit www.digcitsummit.com or follow #digcitsummituk 

on Twitter. 

http://www.digcitsummit.com

