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Welcome! 
· · · 

Welcome to the inaugu-

ral newsletter of the De-

partment of Psychology 

in the Faculty of Science 

and Technology at 

Bournemouth Universi-

ty. In addition to wel-

coming back our return-

ing students we are also 

very pleased to be able to 

welcome… 

Our new undergraduate 

and postgraduate stu-

dents 

Our new PhD students 

James Day, Helen 

Thackray, Martin Va-

silev, Catherine John-

son, Mary Duah-Owusu 

White  

Our new colleagues Dr 

Tim Slattery, who has 

joined us from the Uni-

versity of Southern Ala-

bama and Clare Bowie, 

who will be working with  

Dr Terri Cole 

In July 2015 the Department of Psychology launched two research centres, the 

Research Centre for Behaviour Change, led by Dr Katherine Appleton, and the 

Cognition and Cognitive Neuroscience Research Centre, led by Dr Jan Wiener. 

The work of the Research Centre for Behaviour Change (RCBC) aims to develop 

knowledge of the psychological factors underlying health, health behaviours and 

wellbeing, and develop strategies and interventions for improvement. Research 

focuses on both clinical and general populations, covers a range of behaviours and 

psychological conditions, and uses a variety of methodologies. We currently have 

strengths particularly, in eating behaviours, eating disorders, physical activity, 

sleep, substance use, psycho-oncology, asthma and clinical psychology and psy-

chotherapies. We have a leaning also towards interventions that are behavioural 

and/or involve emerging technologies, e.g. gaming technology, websites, mobile 

phone apps. This increasing use of emerging technologies has also resulted in 

increasing research with a focus on online behaviours, and aspects of online safe-

ty and wellbeing.  

The overall aim of the Cognition and Cognitive Neuroscience Research Centre 

(CCNRC) is to develop knowledge of the cognitive and neural processes underly-

ing typical and atypical behaviour. Research in the CCNRC focuses around three 

main areas: face processing, attention & memory, and visual cognition. Research 

is both basic and applied and utilizes a range of methodologies and techniques, 

including eye-tracking, functional brain imaging, brain stimulation, and behav-

ioural experiments. The overall aim of the Cognition and Cognitive Neuroscience 

Research Centre (CCNRC) is to develop knowledge of the cognitive and neural 

processes underlying typical and atypical behaviour.  

New Research Centres 



much interest expressed in the human navigation 

work being carried out at Bournemouth University. 

 

Bournemouth Churches Housing  
Association 
 
Psychology students from Bournemouth have been 

working with BCHA, which supports members of the 

community experiencing a range of issues including 

homelessness, employment training, family disputes, 

domestic violence and adult literacy. The students 

have been working to help implement PIE 

(Psychologically Informed Environments), which aims 

to empower people through creating an environment 

in which they are respected and encouraged. Dr Becky 

House has been working with BCHA to develop fur-

ther voluntary and placement opportunities. 

 

Human navigation 
 
The Royal Institute of Navigation (RIN) in associ-

ation with the Knowledge Transfer Network 

(KTN) invited Dr’s Jan Wiener and Angela Gos-

ling to present their current research on ‘Human 

Navigation’ at the annual RIN conference held at 

Trinity House, Tower Hill, London on Wednesday 

10th June 2015. This conference provided a forum 

for researchers and associates from commercial, 

industry, admiralty, aviation, rail network and 

road transport sectors, bringing together those 

interested in various aspects of human naviga-

tion.  Along with the presentation of navigation 

research being carried out at BU other speakers 

presented work on the increasing use of e-

navigation tools and how these affect modern sea-

farers, the use of co-operative machine-human 

systems (GPS) and human factors in aspects of 

military aviation.  The day was a success with 
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Lesley Laver gave a talk entitled 

‘Barriers to Change in Resistant 

Offenders’ at the British Psycho-

logical Society Division of Forensic 

Psychology annual conference in 

July, and is involved in ongoing 

research in UK prisons. 

Several members of the depart-

ment gave talks at the European 

Conference on Eye Movements in 

Vienna in August. Dr Ben Parris 

delivered a talk entitled ‘To ex-

plore or exploit? Using pupillome-

try to track norepinephrine activi-

ty in adults with ADHD symp-

toms’. Rhiannon Barrington gave a 

talk on  ‘Dyslexic adult readers 

show transposed-letter effects in 

reading’. Dr Nicola Gregory pre-

sented ‘Hypervigilance for faces 

but typical gaze following in social 

anxiety’  

Dr Gregory also presented 

‘Emotional dysregulation facili-

tates emotion recognition inde-

pendent of dwell time to faces’ at 

the Experimental Psychology Soci-

ety Meeting in Lincoln in July. 

Dr Jacqui Taylor and Dr John 

McAlaney each gave several talks 

at the Social Networks in Cyber-

space conference held at the Uni-

versity of Wolverhampton in Sep-

tember. Dr Taylor gave two talks 

entitled ‘An exploration of factors 

affecting group cohesion and team 

play in Multiplayer Online Battle 

Arenas (MOBAs)’ and ‘Trial by 

Social Media: how do you find the 

jury, guilty or not guilty?’. Dr 

McAlaney gave two talks that 

arose from work with Dr Raian Ali 

and Dr Shamal Faily in the De-

partment of Computing, which 

were entitled ‘ Participation in 

online adversarial actions: Group 

dynamics, biases and the percep-

tion of the correct course of action ‘ 

and ‘Mitigating circumstances in 

cybercrime’. 

Conference Talks 
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Student achievements 

Congratulations to Simon 

Ferneyhough, Andrew Moss , Rebecca 

Ellis and Natalia Adamczewska, all of 

whom have recently passed their 

transfer examinations.  

The Faculty of Science and Technolo-

gy has invested £100k into MRI ac-

cess at Poole Hospital, which will 

further enhance the ability of Psy-

chology to engage in neuropsycholog-

ical research. 

In The Media 
Dr Sarah Bate has 

been interviewed 

inteviewed by the 

Daily Express as 

part of their article 

on living with face 

blindness. 

Dr Jacqui Taylor 

was interviewed by 

BBC Radio 1 News-

beat on the topic of 

cyberbullying , and 

how this may differ 

from other forms of 

bullying. 

Dr Andy Mayers has 

been featured in the 

Bournemouth Echo for 

his work with Dorset 

Police on providing 

mental health training 

for police officers. This 

is part of the Mental 

Health Street Triage 

Project, which aims to 

equip police officers 

with improved 

knowledge and skills to 

assess members of the 

public displaying signs 

of mental health dis-

tress, without enforc-

ing powers under sec-

tion 136 of the Mental 

Health Act and taking 

them into custody. 

The new MSc Forensic and Neuropsychological Perspectives in 

Face-Processing has been validated and is now open for applica-

tions. This is an exciting new course that capitalises on the de-

partment’s expertise in face recognition, and presents a unique 

combination of forensic and neuropsychological perspectives to 

the discipline. This applied course trains students in the neuro-

psychological assessment and management of clinical disorders 

characterised by face-processing deficits, and considers limitations in face recognition performance in policing, 

passport control, and security settings. Students are also trained in using the latest forensic software in con-

structing composite images of suspects’ faces. Exciting projects are offered in partnership with Dorset Police, and 

students also have access to our vast database of adults and children with prosopagnosia (face blindness). An ex-

pert team of internal and external international experts in the field support the teaching of this course. 

New MSc Forensic and Neuropsychological Perspectives in Face-Processing  

Research capacity 

http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/582453/Living-with-face-blindness
http://www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/582453/Living-with-face-blindness
http://tinyurl.com/oh3jquz
http://tinyurl.com/oh3jquz
http://tinyurl.com/q7tqex3


Research News and Funding Success 

action with onscreen others influ-

ence social gaze?  

Beauty in the eye of the 

user? 

If we are going around an art gal-

lery we are often aware that we 

are evaluating the aesthetic appeal 

of the artworks.  What we may be 

less aware of is that when we are 

interacting with computers, web-

sites, and applications on our mo-

bile phones the aesthetic appeal of 

the interfaces we are using mat-

ters too.  Appeal can 

make interfaces easier to use and 

certainly makes our interactions 

more enjoyable. 

Dr Angela Gosling and Professor 

Siné McDougall recently received 

Fusion funding to support a collab-

orative network with colleagues in 

at Fribourg in Switzerland and 

Swansea University to find out 

more about the role of aesthetic 

evaluations in human-computer 

interaction.  They examine how we 

make decisions about the appeal 

and usability of an inter-

face.  These ‘decisions’ start when 

we unconsciously respond to beau-

ty and appeal within the first few 

milliseconds of encountering an 

interface and continue through to 

habitual everyday use.  By investi-

gating these processes we 

will develop a better understand-

ing of how interface appeal influ-

ences user performance and lead 

to better interface optimisation.   

Ameliorating the impact 

of errors and complica-

tions on surgeons  

Surgical and clinical procedures 

carry with them the potential for 

adverse events, the complications 

and errors that may arise in the 

course of normal medical practice.  

When complications or errors 

arise, surgeons need to respond to 

the challenge of continuing to pro-

vide effective patient care and may 

also need to deal with the reac-

tions of the patient’s family, with 

the judgments of colleagues, and 

sometimes with disciplinary or 

legal proceedings.  Medical train-

ing does little to help clinicians 

prepare for the stresses that may 

be engendered so it is not surpris-

ing that personal distress in sur-

geons can affect the quality of care 

they provide and can lead to de-

pression and burnout.  Doctors 

have even been called the ‘second 

victims’ of adverse healthcare 

events.    

Professor Siné McDougall, Dr Kev-

in Thomas and Dr Helen Bolder-

ston are working  are working with 

Kevin Turner from Royal Bourne-

mouth Hospital to conduct the first 

national survey of surgeons exam-

ining the nature and extent of the 

impact of adverse events on sur-

geons in the UK and to develop an 

online toolkit to provide tailored 

support for surgeons facing diffi-

cult situations.   This work is sup-

ported by two BU matched funded 

studentships (one with Nuffield 

Health and the other with Royal 

Bournemouth & Christchurch Hos-

pitals NHS Trust).  One student - 

Catherine Johnson - will com-

mence in September 2015 and the 

other - Stephen Richer - will start 

in April 2016. 

Forensic psychology and 
crime 

Dr Terri Cole has been awarded  

Fusion funding to undertake focus 

group research with investigators 

and crime analysts from Dorset 

Police.  Crime analysts support 

investigations by collating and 

studying information to help de-

tect and reduce crime.  They look 

for patterns in, and summarise 

data using charts, timelines and 

maps, to draw inferences and pri-

oritize lines of enquiry.  Key to 

successful utilisation is knowing 

what to ask analysts to do. Yet 

there could be improved cohesion 

between analysts and investiga-

tors.  Investigators may be unsure 

of products provided, analytical 

reports may be lengthy, unsub-

stantiated, inconclusive, or unused 

and training received can be ad 

hoc.  This project will explore these 

challenges. In related work Lesley 

Laver has been awarded £9,000 

from the Fusion Fund to write 

comparative paper looking at Po-

lice juvenile interviewing process-

es internationally. 

Continuing collaboration with Dor-

set Police Dr Sarah Bate has re-

ceived funding for a new HEIF5+1 

project investigating superior face 

recognition. The project runs for 

one year, and will employ a post-

doctoral research fellow. It aims to 

create new diagnostic tests to iden-

tify superior face recognisers with-

in the Police Force, and these indi-

viduals will be used for specific 

tasks, including victim identifica-

tion and the spotting of suspects 

on CCTV footage and in crowds. 

Dr Nicola Gregory has been 

awarded funding from the Experi-

mental Psychology Society to look 

at the influence of the potential for 

two-way vs. one-way interactions 

with onscreen others on eye move-

ments in a project called: I can see 

you too! How does potential inter-
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